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"Preach," replied the spirit. From that time Mahomet
regarded himself as directly commissioned by God to
reestablish the true religion; he began at once to preach
it to his wife and his children, then to his friends and
the people of Mecca. He had against him all the chiefs
of the tribe and was forced to llee to Medina (622).x
The people of Medina, enemies to the people of Mecca,
received Mahomet as a prophet and swore fidelity to
him. The prophet, surrounded by the men of Medina
and by twenty-four companions who had left Mecca to
follow him, then began a guerilla warfare nnd a sys-
tem of brigandage against the caravans of Mecca,
which terminated with the submission of the Meccmis.
He then compelled the rest of the Arabs to accept his
religion.

Mahomet performed no miracles and did not an-
nounce himself as a divine being; he regarded himself
solely as an inspired being who spoke and acted in
the name of God. He presented himself as a prophet
and a reformer. The true religion, said he, existed
before Adam; it consists in believing in the only true
God and in obeying the commands which he transmits
to men through his prophets; Noah, Abraham, Moses,
and Jesus were prophets. Judaism and Christianity
are not absolute errors, but perverted forms of the
religion of the true God. This eternal religion Ma-
homet has come to revive in its purity; he is the last
and the greatest of the prophets. It is under this name
that his followers still revere him. His teaching is

'This yrar of the flight (the Hogira) is the first year of the
Mohammedan era, as the year uC the birth of Christ is the first
of the Christian era.